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REVIEWS AND NOTES. 



Vital Statistics of England and Wales for 1911. 

The 74th annual report of the Registrar-General of marriages, births 
and deaths in England and Wales gives the salient features of the vital 
statistics of 1911 as follows: — 

The marriage rate was 15.2 per 1,000, being 0.3 below the average in 
the ten years 1901 to 1910. It was, however, 0.2 per 1,000 above the rate 
in 1910, which in turn had shown an increase of 0.3 over the rate in 1909, 
while the provisional figures as yet available for 1912 show a further 
increase of 0.3 per 1,000. The birth rate in 1911 was 24.4 per 1,000, 
and was 2.8 below the average for the preceding decennium. It was 
the lowest rate on record, being no less than 0.7 below that of 1910, 
the next lowest, while the provisional figures for 1912 indicate a 
further fall of 0.6 per 1,000. The death rate in the year was 
14.6 per 1,000, and though it was 0.8 below the average of the ten 
preceding years, it was 1,1 per 1,000 above that in 1910, which was 
the lowest on record. The provisional rate for 1912, however, is only 
13.3 or 0.2 less than the low record of 1910. It is pointed out in 
explanation that of the total increase of 1.1 in the rate of 1911, 
no less than 0.8 is accounted for by excess of diarrhoeal mortality, 
and when allowance is made for that and for other effects of the extra- 
ordinary climatic conditions of 1911, it will appear that the recent 
improvement was well maintained in that year. Infantile mortality, 
however, was 130 per 1,000 births, being 25 per 1,000 more than in 1910 
and the highest recorded since 1906. Excluding again diarrhoeal mor- 
tality, the rate in 1911 was only 2 in excess of that of 1910, which was 
the lowest until then recorded; and the provisional rate for 1912 being 
only 95, there appears, says the report, to be no reason to doubt the 
reality of the fall that has taken place during the present century. 

The tables as to ages at marriage show that the proportion of minors 
married per 1,000 marriages at all ages continues on the decrease, and 
that the mean age at marriage in the case of all husbands was 29.03, and 
of all wives 26.80. The number of persons divorced in 1911 was 1,160, 
a slight decrease on the figure for 1910, and 702 divorced persons were 
re-married — 365 men and 337 women. 

In the present report are contained for the first time the changes which 
were foreshadowed in the report for 1908. The first is the substitution 
of the administrative for the registration area as the local unit of tab- 
ulation for births and deaths, a change which, it is held, will render the 
reports of much greater service both to those engaged in public health 
administration and to scientific inquirers. Two other new features de- 
signed to remedy the want of co-ordination between the statistics of the 
Registrar-General 's Office and those of other departments, are the use of 
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the international list of causes of death and the allocation of all deaths, 
as far as possible, to the area of residence. 

English papers have received these ' ' remarkable statistics ' ' with some 
misgivings. The fewer marriages and births in the upper and middle 
classes of the populaton are attributed to the growing love of luxury and 
ease and to the high cost of living. ' ' But it is a notable fact, ' ' says an 
official of the Church army who works among the poor, ' ' that in the low- 
est grades of society the fructivity of the people is unchecked. ' ' 

J. K. 



The Director of the Census recently appointed Hon. S. N. D. North and 
Hon. William E. Merriam, former Directors of the Census; Professor 
Walter F. Willcox, of Cornell University; Mr. W. S. Eossiter, formerly 
Chief Clerk of the Census; and Hon. Daniel C. Eoper, First Assistant 
Postmaster General, and formerly an official of the Census Bureau, as 
special agents of the Bureau to make studies of the present condition of 
statistical work, including particularly the unfinished work of the Thir- 
teenth Census, and plans for the better organization and administration 
of the Bureau in connection with the annual and other inquiries. These 
gentlemen have been on duty at the Bureau during the past week or ten 
days, and have been making inquiry and studies concerning the various 
problems assigned to them. 

It was evident at once that the condition of work in the Census Bureau 
required a separation of the problem into two parts, the first and most 
pressing being the disposition of the remaining work of the Thirteenth 
Census. A series of recommendations embodied the opinions of the ex- 
perts, individually and collectively, and are as follows: 

September 19, 1913. 
' ' To the Director: 

"In view of the facts (1) that the act for the taking of the Thir- 
teenth and subsequent censuses requires that the reports of that census 
shall be completed and published on or before July 1, 1912; (2) that, al- 
though three and one-half years have now elapsed since the enumeration, 
much of the Thirteenth Census work is still uncompleted; (3) that the 
regular annual reports and other work of the intercensal period have been 
greatly delayed because a large body of census clerks is still employed 
upon the Thirteenth Census work; (4) that the value and usefulness of 
the annual and other reports required by law are largely dependent upon 
the promptness with which they are compiled and given to the public; 
and (5) that current appropriations are required for the purposes for 
which they were made. 

"The undersigned special agents of the Bureau of the Census, in- 
structed by the Director to make studies of particular branches of statis- 
tical work in the Bureau, have now partly completed their several tasks, 
and advise the Director to begin no new tabulations or analyses in con- 
nection with the unfinished branches of the Thirteenth Census; namely, 



